STORM SEASON READINESS:

RESCUE A GUIDE FOR RESCUE TEAMS
DIRECT AND FIRST RESPONDERS

As hurricanes, floods, and wildfires become more frequent and intense, rescue
teams and first responders must be equipped with the right strategies and gear to
respond effectively. This guide provides actionable steps and essential equipment

recommendations to ensure you're ready for any storm-related emergency.

CONDUCT COMPREHENSIVE
RISK ASSESSMENTS

Understanding potential hazards in your jurisdiction is
the first step in effective storm preparedness.

Identify Vulnerable Areas: Map out flood zones,
wildfire-prone regions, and infrastructure susceptible
to storm damage.

Assess Resource Availability: Ensure you have
access to necessary equipment and personnel for
various emergency scenarios.

Coordinate with Local Agencies: Establish com-
munication lines with neighboring jurisdictions and
emergency services for mutual aid.

STOCK UP ON ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

Having the right tools on hand can make all the difference
during emergency responses. Consider the following
equipment to have stocked and staged:

NRS Rapid Responder PFD: Designed for swiftwa-
ter rescue, featuring MOLLE attachment systems
for customizable gear configurations.

NRS Extreme SAR Dry Suit: Provides waterproof
protection in cold and hazardous water conditions.

NRS Workboot Wetshoe: Offers durable foot pro-
tection with excellent traction in wet environments.

Water Rescue Ropes from Sterling: Designed
specifically for swiftwater and flood operations,

Sterling’s throwlines like the WaterLine and
GrabLine offer high visibility, fast deployment,
and excellent handling even when wet. Available
in multiple diameters and configurations, they’re
essential for victim recovery, tethered rescues,
and boat operations.

CMC Rappel 8 - NFPA: A reliable descender for
controlled rappelling in rescue operations.

RescueTECH ERS Strap: Versatile for casualty
evacuation, serving as a drag strap or improvised
harness.

Sterling AZTEK Elite Mechanical Advantage
System: A simple and versatile tool for mechani-
cal advantage rigging. The system has numerous
uses, including as an adjustable high directional
for a belay line, pickoffs and aerial rescue, for litter
scoop rigging and attendant tether, among others.

TEAM Equipment K12 14" 94V Battery Rescue
Saw Kit: Ideal for cutting through debris during
structural collapses.

RescueDirect USAR Field Operations Guide, V9,
2021: A comprehensive manual for urban search
and rescue operations.

Gear Bags for Emergency Loadouts
Comms systems, Flashlights & Batteries



TRAIN AND PREPARE YOUR TEAM - Volunteer Programs: Encourage community
members to participate in emergency response

Regular training ensures that your team can respond training and support roles.

efficiently under pressure.

Conduct Drills: Simulate various emergency
scenarios, including flood rescues, high-angle res- DEVELOP A LOGISTICS AND

cues, and fire evacuations. SUPPLY CHAIN STRATEGY

Review Protocols: Ensure all team members are
familiar with standard operating procedures and

safety guidelines. When a storm hits, supply chains tighten and access

+ Maintain Equipment: Regularly inspect and to crucial equipment can be difficult. Don’t get caught
service all gear to guarantee functionality scrambling.

during emergencies. Inventory Management: Keep an updated

inventory of all equipment and supplies.

ENGAGE WITH THE COMMUNITY +  Supply Chain Coordination: Work with suppliers

. : . . . to ensure rapid replenishment of essential items.
Building relationships with the community enhances P P

overall preparedness. + Deployment Plans: Create strategies for the swift

. distribution of resources to affected areas.
Public Education: Offer workshops and informa-

tional sessions on emergency preparedness.

Communication Plans: Establish clear channels
for disseminating information before, during, and
after emergencies.

STAY PREPARED, STAY SAFE.

EXPLORE A WIDE RANGE OF RESCUE
EQUIPMENT AND RESOURCES AT



